
January 12, 2023 

Planning Departments of the: 
Municipality of Lakeshore 
Municipality of Leamington 
Municipality of Chatham-Kent 
Municipality of West Elgin 
Municipality of Dutton Dunwich 
Township of Southwold 
Municipality of Middlesex Centre 
Municipality of Strathroy-Caradoc 
Municipality of Southwest Middlesex 
City of London 

Re: Legislative and regulation changes affecting Conservation Authorities, effective January 1, 
2023: Royal Assent of Bill 23, More Homes, Built Faster Act (2022) and O. Reg. 596/22 

Further to the Royal Assent of Bill 23, the province has recently released a new Minister's regulation on 
Prescribed Acts as well as Minister's Direction on Fees. CA staff wanted to provide you with an 
important update on the Province's implementation of Bill 23 as they are moving forward with a few 
aspects effective January 1. 

Municipalities are still required to circulate planning applications to conservation authorities so we can 
review and comment on natural hazard and source water protection matters per 0. Reg. 686/21 and the 
Provincial Policy Statement. The scope of our reviews will also continue to include aspects of wetlands 
and stormwater management as they relate to natural hazard management (hydric and unstable soils) 
and source water protection. Please ensure planning applications continue to be circulated to 
conservation authorities. 

The Lower Thames Valley Conservation Authority would like to share the following information and 
clarification regarding its programs and services and our fee schedules. 

PLAN REVIEW SERVICES 

Conservation Authorities continue to provide plan review and commenting under the Mandatory 
Programs and Services Regulation (O.R. 686/21) which includes natural hazards and source water 
protection. Recent changes to our non-mandatory review and commenting services for development 
applications as per the Prescribed Acts Regulation (O. Reg. 596/22) does not affect Conservation 
Authorities' provision of mandatory programs or services (Category 1) related to those prescribed Acts. 
Municipalities should continue with their regular circulation process to the Lower Thames Valley 
Conservation Authority. 

The Prescribed Acts Regulation restricts CAs from providing services related to reviewing and 
commenting on a proposal, application, or other matter made under a number of Acts, which are as 
follows: 
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• The Aggregate Resources Act 

• The Condominium Act, 1998 

• The Drainage Act 
• The Endangered Species Act, 2007 

• The Environmental Assessment Act 

• The Environmental Protection Act 
• The Niagara Escarpment Planning and Development Act 

• The Ontario Heritage Act 
• The Ontario Water Resources Act 

• The Planning Act 

The Lower Thames Valley Conservation Authority is committed to working with you to clarify planning 
responsibilities moving forward. Further to this commitment, we will reach out to you in the near future 
to set up a meeting regarding next steps. In the meantime, we continue to review all planning 
applications that were previously submitted in a timely manner to support your ability to meet the 
legislated deadlines under the Planning Act. LTVCA staff are committed to work with you to ensure that 
you have the information that you need to make informed and timely decisions. 

PERMITS 

The Lower Thames Valley Conservation Authority will continue to provide its regular permitting services 
including addressing new provisions concerning Minister's Zoning Orders and Community Infrastructure 
and Housing Accelerator Orders (Conservation Authorities Act, s. 28.0.1) as amended through Bill 23. All 
other Section 28 regulations remain unaffected for permitting for works within Hazard lands. We will 
continue to collaborate with you on efficient delivery of such permits as they arise. 

Please note that the provision allowing the Minister to issue regulations to exempt certain development 
projects with Planning Act approval in certain municipalities from conservation authority permits is not 
currently in effect. 

UPDATED FEE SCHEDULE 

The updated fee policy and associated fee schedules (see link below) for planning and permitting for 
2023 meets the requirements of the Minister's List of classes of programs and services in respect of 
which conservation authorities may charge a fee. The Ministerial Order received from the Ministry of 
Natural Resources and Forestry on December 28, 2022, has issued a direction to freeze the L TVCA's fees 
for planning and permitting for the year of 2023 so no additional changes will be made to our fee 
schedule for planning and permitting during this time. The 2023 LTVCA Fee Policy and associated 
Schedules were approved by the L TVCA's Board of Directors on December 15, 2022, and are now in 
effect. 

LTVCA Fee Policy & Schedules: https://www.lowerthames-conservation.on.ca/wp­
content/uploads/2022/12/Fee-Policy-Schedules FINAL-Dec-15-2022.pdf 

LTVCA Planning Fee Schedule: https://www.lowerthames-conservation.on.ca/wp­
content/uploads/2023/01/Schedule-1 Planning-Fees-BoD-approved Dec-15-2022.pdf 
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OTHER SERVICES PROVIDED THROUGH MOUs/AGREEMENTS 

The recent legislative changes do not affect other services provided to municipalities. The Lower 
Thames Valley Conservation Authority will continue work on formalizing these arrangements through a 
Memoranda of Understanding and agreements where they are not already present. 

We appreciate that these are uncertain and somewhat complicated times, so please feel free to contact 
the LTVCA if you have any questions. We will also ensure that we continue open communication with all 
our municipalities to continue to share information, address any concerns and work closely with you and 
your staff on implementing changes and finding solutions. 

We look forward to providin~ you with exemplary services. If you have any questions or concerns, 
please contact either myself, Mark.Peacock@ltvca.ca or ext. 224, or Valerie Towsley at 
Valerie.Towsley@ltvca.ca or ext. 226. 

Sincerely 

Mark Peacock, P.Eng. 
CAO/Secretary-Treasurer 

c.c. Municipal Mayors and Clerks 
Municipal Building Departments 
LTVCA Board Members 

Attachment: Letter from MNRF re: Legislative and regulation changes affecting conservation 

authorities, December 28, 2022 

Watershed Resource Planner 
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To: Conservation authorities and participating municipalities! Conservation Ontario 
and the Association of Municipalities of Ontario 

From: Jennifer Keyes, Director 

Date: December 28, 2022 

Subject Legislative anc; re•g•.,.i'af. on cr- anges affecting conser"·atior ai....t11-o rities 

Good aftemc-on, 

I am wir;t ng to provide you witt, info,..mati-on on amendments to t11e Conser,•·atlon 
Authorities .Act made as part of t1"' e More fi'omes Bui.it Faster Act, 2022, as well as hv-o 
regulations that have been approved by tr·e prov nee n Strpport of Ontar;o's Housing 
Supply Action Plar, bot'ru of which will come nto effect on Januarf 1, 2023. In addition, the 
Minister of NattJrai Resource~. and Fore~.tr~•· r,as issued a -diT"e-ction re-gardirg fees that wil 
Im dist,..buted separately fro-n- this 1etter. A not ce w II be posted to the Environmental 
Reg stry of Ontario (ERO) n the com ng weeks reg.arc~n,g t•r ese decis,ons . 

legislative Amendments 

.A.s you are ikely a~•·are, the More h'ome.s B.u!i't Faster Act, 2022 was passec- this Fal , 
receivirg, Roya' Assent on November 28, 2022 . Several cranges were made to the 
Conser.,•aUon Authorities Act tr-at are intended to furtrer focus corse ..vation authorities on 
treir core mandate, support faster and iess cost y approvals, strean· ne consen..-at on 
authoritf pro-cesses, ar,d hep make land suitab1e for r-ousing available to'" developn·ent. 

Notabl"J"", ore part or true More Home Built Faster Act, 2022 wr er carne into effect upon 
Royal Assent i,ry·ere changes to Section 28 .0.1 cf t~e Conservation .4uthorities A.ct, wh1ich 
incltce prov sons to require a conservation autr,o,..t,•· to issue a pem· ss on or permitwhere 
a M nisters Zoning Order has been made under section 47 of the Planning .4ct Tr s 
sectJon was amended to al~.o apply t-o orders n·ac'e urc'er section 34.1 of tr e Planrdng Ac.t, 
otrer,vise ~rwwn as the "c:on·mun ty nfrastructure a.rd nor..ts ng accelerator" tool, n 
additior to son-e other n· 1ror cr,anges. 

Other c·t-,an,ges, w:r ·cr·w II c:on"e into effect on January 1, 2023 incli...cte· 



• Updates to Section 21 of tr,e Act so that a dispositiou1i of an:j in respect of wt1Kh trie 
Minister rias made a grant under sect on 39 .equires aut.riorit.es to provide a otace 
of the proposed dispos~tion to tr,e Minister ~nsteaa of requiring the Ministe ·s 
approval. Aumointies ·w·:1also oe eq1 ired to cond1Lrct publi•c consultations ~;.e fore 
disposing of lands tra t n~eet certain criter,a. 

•• Sectiors 21.1.1 and 21 .1.2 of the .~ct wnKh pmv~1je that authorit 1es may not provir:fe 
a program or sen·ice e~ated to revae·•Ni • g, ari1d. commentng on proposals: 
appl.cat,ons. or otr~er matters under p,resc Jbed Acts . 

• A rew seceon 21.3 tr,at enables the Mi ,aster to issue te pornri directr-on to a 
c.onsen,,·at on auttirJority preventing r ;e authoi ty from changing the an ount of a fee t 
charges. under ~;r.1lJsect1on 21 .2 (10} of r e ,t.,ct 

Remain ng !e-gislative chang,es re-gardJPJQ co ser,ation authonit-/ development regulations 
•wi ,I not con"e i to effect until pm•c~aimed, follow•ing tte-creatiorJ of a new Minister's 
re·gulation with supporting; reg'll.atory details . Trlis regulation is curren tuy IJe-ng consuuted o 
until December 301h on tr1e ERO, #019-2927: P ooose,j updates to the regulation of 

de·/P.l i:1pff H 'f fo r th8 p rotP.{:t j:1n l;.f p~cip lP. ;1pd prpDerty fmm najural t,wards in nntarin. 

New Regulatory Requirements 

Fo:lowing the passing of these 1egislative amendments , the government has proceeded 
·,uith rnaking two regulations, both of which wirn come mto effect on ,January" 1, 2023. 

Ameridments were made to C)ntario Regu~aLon 686/21 : Mand3tor,,r F'roG.rarns an1j SeN.. ces 
to reqwre conservation .authorities to identw,, conser~·ation aut11orat_.,.r lan,js suitable for 
housing. Thas requ3rement is part of the preparation of the land inventor,-, required to l)e 
completed by conservation authorities by Decemller 31, 2024, and certain consi,jerations 
for idenbf;•·iing whether or not lands are suitable for housmg a· e lnsted . 

.A ne•,•,• Minsters regulatior. (Ortario Reg,ulation 596/22: Prescribed Acts - Subsections 
21.1.1 (1 .1.) and 21.1 .2 (1 .1) cHhe Act) ·,uas also made to foo s ccnser,aton autr,orities' 
role 1.vr,en reviewijng anij con'menting on proposa s, appli-catiors, or other matters re.ated 
to deve.opment an,j lan1j ruse plann1ngi. Under tr, s re,g Rat en, conser11•ati-on authorities are 
no longer al)le to provtde a murJ;c1pal (Gategor,,· 2) or otter (Category 3) prog,ran· or 
ser~•ice re 'ate,j to revuewing an,J commentJng on a proposa , appiication: o· other matter 

made 1Lmder tr,e follm1f' ilng Acts: 

• The Aggregate R.'esources .ttct • The J\flagara Esca.rpment Plannln~· 
• Trie Condomlni.u.rn Act 1.9.98 anci Development Act 

• The Drainage .Act • The Ontario H'erltage Act 
• H ue Endangered .Specles Act, 2007 • The Ontario ~·Vater .Reso.urces Act 
• Tr,e Envlronrnental Assess.ment .Act e Th 6 PlEH?i'111'ng Act 
• True Environrnenta.,' Protection Act 
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This reg,1Jlation ,j-oes not affect coriser,ation autho ·ties' p ov s;on of n andatory' 
p ogra.ms or -services (Categor)" 1) related t-o revievrng and commenting en a proposal, 
appJicaUon, or other matter made under those Acts. 

An adm nistrat1ve update to, the "Determ nat on cf An cunts O'r/rng Under SFJbse-ction 
27.2 (2) of the Act" egulation (0. Reg . 401 /22) was also made to t.pdate the methods -of 
detem1ining amounts 0 1.ved by specified munic ipalities for ope ating, expenses and 
capital costs related to mandator/ the C{ean '~·'f'ater Act, 2006 and Lake Sfn,coe 
Protect.ion Act., 2008 pre-grams and ser.rices to enai) e 'use of a benef:t-based 
apportior.merit r, e tr :od . 

I apprecmte that w1th these m-ost rnce~t an endments, al-ong 'r/.1ith c ,an-ges n·ace over 
the ast numlJer of years , this qs a t me of significant transition for censer.rat on 
ar..1th-orities and tr eir member n·unicipa ities. Throughm1t triis time. ccnser_.·at on 
ai.. thorities have cont. nued to de.iver or thei ir,portant roles in protectirg people and 
propert,•· from ratua hazards, conser,-• ng and n"'a:naging lands, and drinking v.1ater 
source prote-cti-0111 . 

The ongoing efforts of conser_.·aticn autnor.t es to nmplement these chan-ges 1s 
ackn-owjedged, .ncluding initiatives ied :)y conservation authcrities and Consentat'on 
Ortario that rjave contri!Jutect to the Government's o;)ject ves of ff·prov ng accountabil ti 
and transparency ard s'iJpport1ng timely developn'ent appr-ovais to help address 
Ontario's hous ng st,ipply cnsis . 

Ir you have any· qt.testions, please reach out to the M nistry or Natural Resource$ and 
Forestr/ at c;:1-office@or1 tario .ca. I look for~.iard to workirg 1,•✓ -tr1 you in tre coming year. 

Sincerely\ 

~~ 
4i~r 

..JennHer Keyes 

rnrector, Resm,j..rces P annirg and Devel{lp'1'1ent Po icy Branch 
Minnstr/ of Natura Resources and: Forestr:l 
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