Port Glasgow Trailer Park
Land Claims Delegation

West Elgin Council Meeting
Thursday, March 27, 2025
4:00 pm



Regarding the PGTP: On March 5, 2025, the Municipality
of West Elgin released a news article stating...

“Was the land donated?

There is no formal agreement to identify the lands received
as a donation. There are no conditions placed on title of the
land for it to remain as a park.”

We believe the land was donated and to be
“held and improved as a public park”.



History of the Aldborough
Old Boys Association  Eiis

West Elgin Website: Arts, Culture and Heritage,
Local History, Port Glasgow Dance Hall

* The first Old Boys reunion was
in 1903 at Port Glasgow. (122
years ago)

* Picture - Old Boys’ Picnic
about 1905, Invitation for
Picnic 1906

* In 1920 an Old Boys
Association was incorporated
and 6 acres on the bluff at Port
Glasgow was purchased -
becoming the Soldiers and
Pioneers Memorial Park

* The present Pavillion was built
in 1921

vl
LY

Aldborough Old Boys' Picnic, about 1905
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History of the Aldborough Old Boys Association

West Elgin Website: Arts, Culture and Heritage, Local History, Port Glasgow Dance Hall

* These were the AOBA — b R
Directors 1983

* These were real people
with a real connection to
their community.

* Many of these people
have relatives in the
community today.

Front Row: Bob Miller, John Gardiner, Gord Havens, John Watterworth,

John Hux, Ross Lashbrook, Middle Row: Victor Howard, Keith Kelly,
Harvey Miller, Gordon McFadden, Harry Mezenburg,
Back Row: Garv Ford. Wilbur Baxlev




History of the Aldborough Old Boys Association

* How did the AOBA purchase
the land in Port Glasgow:

* 1920 - they purchased the
Green Area for $1200.00

* 1928 - they purchased the
for $100.00

* 1940 - they purchased the
Blue Area for $912.00

* They spent $2,21 2 from

1920 to 1940 to obtain the
property.
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The Municipality obtained the PGTP in 2 parcels —under 2
different Transfers. April 1986 - AOBA
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The Municipality obtained the PGTP in 2 parcels —under 2
different Transfers. April 1986 - AOBA
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The Municipality obtained the PGTP in 2 parcels — under 2
different Transfers. Baxley July 1986
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The Municipality obtained the PGTP in 2 parcels — under 2
different Transfers. Baxley July 1986
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What did the AOBA have to say...

They wrote a letter to councill.

[March &, 2025

Mayor Richard Leatham
West Elgin Councillors

CA0 Robin Greenal
Municipality of VWest Elgin

22413 Hoskins Line
Rodney, OM
MOL 2C0

Dear Mayor Leatham, Councillors, Ms. Gresnal:
SUBIECT: Response to recent posting by the Municipality regarding Port Glasgow Trailer Park.

We are two of the surviving members of the Aldborough Old Boys Association (A0BA) who were
involved at the time of the donation to the municipality.

We are very concerned with the recent posting of information on the Municipal Website about the
purchase of the Port Glasgow Trailer Park.

In &pril 1986 there is a Transfer/Deed of Land - Mumber 273223 with a cost of $500. The
Municipality did not purchase the property as such - it was donated to the municipality by the
Aldborough Old Boys Association (AOBA) and the $500 fee was simply to cover legal costs. This
transfer does not reflect the market value of the lake front land at that time.

On page 2 of the Transfer/Deed of Land, Section 5 - it clearly states:

“If consideration is nominal, describe relationship between transferor and transferee and
state purpose of conveyance.”

5) land to be held and improved as a public park

The 8500 consideration was nominal. We think this is a clear statement of purpose for the
transaction.

It was our clear intention that the land along the lakefront be held and improved as a public park.

It is disappointing to us, those that were involved in the donation, that the Municipality would
say that this land was not donated, and there were no conditions placed on the land to remain
as a public park.

Sincerely,

Robert (Bob) Miller MNorman M. (Mac) Ford



What did the Municipal
representative Stephen
McDonald have to say...

He wrote an email.

“l can say without
reservation that the property
was given to the Township as
a donation, to be used
exclusively for public park
purposes.”

From: Steve McDonald

Sent: March 12, 2025 10:51 am

To:

Subject: Aldborough Old Boys Trailer Park

Good morning,

| have had an opportunity to review the documents you forwarded - namely;

- the Transfer Deed dated April 21st, 1986

- the release from the Township of West Elgin, dated March 5, 2025, rev. March 6, 2025, entitled "The
story of the park purchase, donation, (conditions surrounding the donation if any)"

- correspondence dated March 6, 2025 from R.A. Miller and Mac Ford to Mayor Richard Leatham and
Council.

For background and context purposes, | enjoyed a 40 year career in Municipal Government in various
roles, serving mainly as Chief Administrative Officer, and was the Clerk-Treasurer of the Township of
Aldborough from July 1984 to April 1987.

In my time in Aldborough Township, | was involved in the property transfer from the Aldborough Old
Boys' Association to the Township, and in fact executed the Land Transfer Tax Affidavit on behalf of
the Township.

Based on my recollection of the property transfer, and my review of the documents, namely the Land
Transfer Tax Affidavit, and my municipal experience, | can say without reservation that the property
was given to the Township as a donation, to be used exclusively for public park purposes. The
consideration was nominal, and was intended to offset the actual legal costs involved in the transfer.
As noted in the transfer document, the “land was to be held and improved as a public park.”

In my municipal experience, in the majority of cases where a donation of this kind is made, there is
usually a reciprocal clause stating that if the use of the subject property does not continue as
intended, in this case as a public park, the original owner or transferor, would have the first right of
refusal to repurchase the property at the original purchase price, possibly with a pre-arranged cost
adjustment. While not explicitly stated in the document, | believe this to be the understanding of both
parties at the time.

I have worked in several municipalities throughout my career with significant waterfronts on lakes
and rivers and the one constant is that you cannaot create more waterfront property - once it's gone,
it's virtually impossible to get it back. Hindsight is 20/20.

On a personal note, during my time in Aldborough, | was fortunate to own property across from the
park and was able to enjoy it along with friends and family who visited.

| am happy to discuss this matter in further detail if required.
Kind regards,

Stephen McDonald



What about the Right of First Refusal that the AOBA
may have?

In their March 2025 correspondence with the PGTP residents the Municipality of West Elgin states...

1990 - the Municipality of Aldborough and the Aldborough Old Boys Association sign a
“Right of First Refusal” agreement providing the AOBA the first right of refusal to the option
to purchase the lands if the Municipality of Aldborough expressed its interest to sell.

In his March 2025 correspondence Stephen McDonald states...

In my municipal experience, in the majority of cases where a donation of this kind is made, there is
usually a reciprocal clause stating that if the use of the subject property does not continue as
intended, in this case as a public park, the original owner or transferor, would have the first right of
refusal to repurchase the property at the original purchase price, possibly with a pre-arranged cost
adjustment. While not explicitly stated in the document, | believe this to be the understanding of both
parties at the time.




In 1986 the Municipality obtained the PGTP —
18.7 Acres of Lake Front Property from the AOBA

* |t was a Donation.

* Cost per acre —not even comparable $26 vs $3016

Transactions occurred within 3 months of each other April vs July 1986

Correspondence from both sides of the legal transaction (ABOB and Clerk-Treasurer of the Township of
Aldborough) stating it was a donation

Correspondence from both sides that confirm the $500 was to cover legal costs.

It cost the Old Boys $2,212 to purchase the land - 46 years before the donation!

* [t was intended for use as a Public Park.

* Land Transfer Document #5 “land to be held and improved as a public park”.
 From the AOBA “It was our clear intention that the land along the lakefront be held and improved as a public park.”

* From the Municipal Clerk-Treasurer - “Based on my recollection of the property transfer, and my review of the
documents, namely the Land Transfer Tax Affidavit, and my municipal experience, | can say without reservation that
the property was given to the Township as a donation, to be used exclusively for public park purposes.”



?’s and Requests for Council - | would like a response.

* Why is the Municipality insisting it was not a donation?

* Why is the Municipality insisting that it was not intended to be kept as a public
park?

* We formally request a search for the documents involved in the 1986 transfer and
to be provided with copies of these documents.

* Has the Municipality researched the Right of First Refusal that was given to the
Aldborough Old Boys Association in 19907 Can you provide all the documents on
this?

* We formally request that the AOBA donated part of the PGTP be taken
off the Surplus List until this can all be investigated.
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